
Jim Weaver, K8JE (Great Lakes Division 

Director), Kenny Heavrin, KY4COP (Ky. 

Asst. SEC, Region 3), and Tim Law-

rence, KJ4HPG, chat during a lull in the 

action during the 2010 edition of ARRL 

Field Day. Twenty-five individuals either 

participated directly or visited the 

NKARC/KD7ARET Field Day site at 

Lincoln Ridge Park in Independence. 

Photographs and a complete write-up are 

found starting on page 6. 
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Dates to Remember:  

 

July 12 ñ NKARC membership meeting 

Aug 9 ñ NKARC membership meeting 

Sep 11 ñ Ohio State Parks on the Air 

Upcoming Programs 

Rod Villari , KJ4IAM , will be presenting a fol-

low-up presentation to last year's program on 

scanners.  He will be delving deeper into how 

trunking works, how P25 systems work, and 

some of the pitfalls of the new technology. Please 

join us at 7:30 p.m. on Monday, July 12, at the 

Hilltop Church of Christ in Taylor Mill. 

The deadline for submissions for the 

August Feedline is Saturday, July 31. 

Field Day 2010  



 

President: 

Dann Fox, KI4AVO 

dfox03@fuse.net 

 

Director at Large:  

Don King, AJ4DK 

kingdl19406@msn.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Vice President: 

Robert Kluck, N4IJS 

n4ijs@k4co.org 

 

Feedline Editor: 

Mark Volstad, AI4BJ 

Tel: 859-689-4234 

mvolstad@insightbb.com 

 

Net Manager: 

Robert Kluck, N4IJS 

n4ijs@k4co.org 

 

Club Trustee & Historian:  

Brian DeYoung, K4BRI 

k4bri@arrl.net 

 

Webmaster: 

Robert Kluck, N4IJS 

n4ijs@k4co.org 

 

 

Repeaters  (K4CO): 147.255+ and  444.350+ Edgewood (PL 123.0), 147.375+ Walton, 146.895+ 

Highland Heights. The 147.255 repeater is a linked Echolink node, accessible via N4IJS-R. 

 

NKARC Net:  Tuesdays, 8:30 PM on the 147.255 repeater 

 

VE Testing: Testing sessions are held by appointment only on the 2nd Monday of each month, prior to 

the NKARC membership meeting. Testing begins at 6:00 pm. To make an appointment, contact 

Lyle Hamilton at ab8sh@arrl.net or tel. 513-315-4032 

 

NKARC Web Site: http://www.k4co.org 

 

NKARC Membership Meetings: 2nd Monday of each month at 7:30 pm at the Hilltop Church of 

Christ, 5300 Taylor Mill Rd (Ky. 16), Taylor Mill, KY. Visitors are always welcome!  

The Feedline is published monthly by and for the 

members of the Northern Kentucky Amateur Radio 

Club. It is distributed via direct email to current 

NKARC members. If you are a member in good 

standing but are not receiving your copy, please 

notify the Feedline editor. Permission is hereby 

granted to any non-profit amateur radio group to 

quote or reprint from this publication provided ap-

propriate source credit is given. Submissions, ad-

dress or call changes and circulation problems may 

be sent to the Feedline editor: 

 

Mark Volstad, AI4BJ 

6098 Tosha Dr., Burlington, KY  41005 

Email: mvolstad@insightbb.com 

Tel: 859-689-4234 

NKARC Directory  
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The last weekend of June was a busy time for Hams 

with PaddleFest and Field Day activi-

ties.  This year I decided to help with 

Paddle Fest and see what it was all 

about.  Lynn Ernst WD8JAW has taken 

the lead for this event for several years 

now and practically has the preparation 

down to a science.  I accompanied Lynn 

to meetings with the Paddle Fest com-

mittee and the Coast Guard.  Various 

plans were discussed and prepared for 

the big day. I wondered how big a role 

we would play in the overall event.  The day started out 

with all the amateur radio operators going to their as-

signed boats and locations (AJ4DK Don the Coast 

Guard command boat), (AI4IP Tony the Thomas More 

College boat), WD8JCT Greg another TMC boat), 

( AK3Q Robert a TMC boat),( KD8BNS Greg  on the 

Coast Guard power Squadron boat), (KD8HPK John 

PS Boat),(KI4QH Dave PS Boat), ( KD4PYR Rick as-

sisted the Race Director), (WD8JAW Lynn  Assisted 

the Safety Director), ( KI4AVO Dann Assisted the 

Event Chairman), and KB4VKS Mike was our net con-

trol that kept the information moving. 

 

The following are some of my observations.  During 

the race a radio operator on the Thomas More College 

Boat  passed traffic to the Paddle Fest race director on 

racer status at different legs of the race.  One of the 

TMC boats marine radio failed to work properly so the 

Ham on that boat was the only way to 

communicate race and safety informa-

tion. Other hams handled small problems 

that came up, such as racers being sum-

moned to the starting line, supplies not in 

correct locations, or simple requests for 

people to check their cell phones.  Other 

radio operators were with the Coast 

Guard and the Safety Director, passing 

traffic as safety concerns unfolded.  Mes-

sages were relayed through Hams on 

various boats that were not intended for river use and 

needing to be brought back to the starting point.  First 

time canoe participants were shadowed and eventually 

picked up and brought to the finish point.  There was a 

medical emergency where amateur radio operators re-

layed information to the safety director on the situation 

while hams to a active role in clearing  dock areas of 

canoes and people, allowing the police boat and arriv-

ing emergency vehicles passage.  They also provided 

information via radio to the EMS team regarding this 

emergency. 

 

In all I think the amateur radio operators stepped up to 

the small and large tasks that came their way in a pro-

fessional manner that was noted and appreciated 

throughout the event by members of the Paddle Fest 

staff. 

 

Below are some pictures that were taken 

during the event, hope they give you a look 

at the day. 

73, 

Dann Fox, KI4AVO 

Top of the Tower  

Paddlers getting ready to boat at Old 

Coney. 
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Police Boat meeting Fire and EMS personnel at the take-out point. 

Lynn Ernst, WD8JAW, keeping a 

watchful eye on the event. 

One Lucky HAM on the comfy Coast Guard Power Squadron 
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MINUTES OF THE JUNE 14, 2010 MEETING OF 

THE NORTHERN KENTUCKY AMATEUR RADIO 

CLUB 

 

President Dann Fox, KI4AVO, opened the meeting 

with pledge, followed by introductions of attendees. 

AB8SH reported on VE testing,  There was one up-

grade to General and two  passed Technician exam. 

Additionally, our own KB4VKS upgraded to Extra! 

Congratulations to Mike. 

Treasurer's report was given last month. All bills paid. 

Motion to accept  Minutes of May meeting as published 

in Feedline.  Approved 

 

Old Business 

 

WD8JAW gave update on Paddlefest. Could use two 

more operators as two have dropped out. 

This is a large event and Coast Guard also be  involved 

in communication. Next year's event will be even big-

ger as it is the 10th anniversary. 

AI4IP reported that the LaRosa's fund raising needs 

additional consideration as a $500.00 advance on the 

part of the Club is required.  Board to consider. 

KI4AVO reminded all that the Net Contest in still go-

ing on and we should check into the Tuesday net. 

AI4BJ commented on the Boy Scout Adventure Base 

100 event that took place on Memorial Day. Our thanks 

to: Lyle Hamilton, Mark Volstad, and Robert West-

brook  for working this event. Also to KB4VKS and 

AK3Q for being on the radio and talking to Scouts. 

 

New Business 

 

AI4IP : Nominating Committee should be in place. 

             Fred, KE4ESN has moved from area. 

KI4AVO: Need presentation for next month. 

                 Dann is working on designing a shirt with 

Club logo to sell as fund raiser. 

                 Dann has Club's raffle ticket drum. 

WD8JAW: W4SOU has old commercial radios which 

are available to anyone looking for a challenge. 

Business meeting adjourned at 802 PM. 

Following the break, Mark, AI4BJ led a discussion on 

Field Day. 

 

Meeting closed at 9:05 PM.  

Respectfully submitted by Don King, AJ4DK  

June Meeting Minutes  

June NKARC Net Report  
DATE NCS CHECKINS  TIME (MINS)  TRAFFIC  

June 1 AJ4DK (Don) 10 31 0 

June 8 N4IJS (Robert) 14 29 0 

June 15 N4IJS (Robert) 6 10 0 

June 22 KG4SBG (Dennis) 13 25 1 

June 29 KB4VKS (Mike) 15 28 1 

TOTALS:  58 123 2 
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The forecast was for hot and humid weather, and 

by Jove, thatôs what we got! But then, it wouldnôt 

really be Field Day without some sort of chal-

lenge from Mother Nature, would it? (And the 

heat wasnôt the end of ité) 

Nevertheless, by all accounts ð well, by my ac-

count, at least ð Field Day 2010 was another 

successful joint effort by the Northern Kentucky 

Amateur Radio Club and the KY District 7 Ama-

teur Radio Emergency Team. I was present from 

set-up on Saturday morning until tear-down Sun-

day afternoon, and the following is a rough sketch 

from memory of the events as they unfolded. 

Names have not been changed to protect the inno-

cent. 

As Field Day usually falls on the same weekend 

as Paddlefest, itôs usually a challenge to find peo-

ple who are available to help with set-up on Satur-

day morning. I was therefore pleased to see Dave 

Core, K8WDA, already waiting in the parking lot 

as I pulled in at around 9:00 a.m.. John Bennet, 

WD8NMV, appeared shortly thereafter, with the 

KD7ARET radio trailer in tow. Greg and Judy 

May, W2ORO and W1ORO, and Tim Lawrence, 

KJ4HPG also turned up, as did Roger Schmitt, 

KY4RS. Hey, I think thatôs a quorum, or at least 

enough people to start erecting antennas! 

Dipoles were the antenna of choice. In my case, it 

was my faithful 40-meter all-band doublet. The 

KD7ARET station used a 40-meter dipole which 

of course also worked well on 15 meters. Joe 

Stern arrived (almost late for the party) with his 

usual 20-meter delta loop, feeding the Icom rig he 

acquired at this yearôs Hamvention.  

Roger set up a PSK31 station with some sort of 

improvised antenna. Unfortunately, he experi-

enced lock-up problems with his laptop, and was 

only able to complete a handful of contacts. 

It was lunch time before we knew it, and Dave 

Core generously treated us all to sandwiches from 

Subway. 

By the 2:00 p.m. start time, most stations were up 

and running. I was pleased to find that 10 Meters 

was open, with good paths to Florida and the 

Northeast. Itôs never hard to find a quiet spot on 

10 (compared with the insanity on 20 and 40), so 

I spent a bit of quality time running stations on 

SSB. 

Being Field Day co-chair, I had to interrupt my 

Field Day Recap  
By Mark Volstad, AI4BJ  

Photography by Greg May, W2ORO  

http://www.ky7et.org/


operating rather frequently to deal with various 

issues and to welcome visitors who dropped by. A 

constant breeze through the shelter kept operating 

conditions quite tolerable, though certainly not as 

tolerable as the conditions found within the 

KD7ARET air-conditioned trailer! 

By mid-afternoon, tired Paddlefest volunteers be-

gan trickling into the Field Day site, bearing 

strange tales of mythical blue kayaks. 

Once I established a head-count on the number of 

people who would be staying for supper, I headed 

off to Remkeôs for charcoal, JTM burgers, Big 

Red Smokeys and a number of side dishes. Greg 

and Judy supplied cookies and Tony Whiteôs wife 

Cathy supplied delicious brownies for dessert. 

(Tony also donated a much-needed cooler full of 

ice!) A fine feast was enjoyed by all. 

Visitors continued to come and go through the 

evening, until only Joe and I were left by 11:00 

p.m. I was knackered from running around in the 

heat all day, and retired to the comfort of my one-

man backpacking tent, which I had set up earlier a 

few hundred feet from the shelter. The heat and 

humidity made sleeping difficult though, so I sim-

ply laid on top of my sleeping bag, counting fire-

flies and listening to dogs barking in the distance. 

I must have finally fallen asleep at some point, be-

cause I woke up at around 4:00 and heard the gen-

erator running, which meant that Joe was back in 

action. I dragged myself back to the shelter, where 

Joe reported that he had just worked two VK 

(Australian) stations and two Hawaiian stations on 

20 M. 

I converted my doublet to an 80M top-loaded ver-

tical by tying the ends of the feedline together and 

stringing out a single radial along the ground. I 

found 80 M to be in rather poor shape though, 

even for CW, with very few stations popping out 

of the noise. 

By 9:00 a.m. I was becoming rather hungry, when, 

like an angel of mercy, my wife Lylah called and 

offered to pick up some breakfast at Mickey Dôs 

for Joe and I. While waiting for the food to arrive, 

I set up my Elecraft K2 and made five contacts to 

qualify for the Natural Power bonus. (My K2 was 

powered from an internal gel-cell battery that had 

been charged with a solar panel the previous day.) 

A few other ops began trickling in, and the QSO 

counter started climbing again. At around 12:30, I 

was chatting with Lynn and Tony when Lynnôs 

wife called and warned us about some bad weather 

on the way. We looked to the southwest and fi-

nally noticed the dark cloud wall that had been 

rapidly approaching. We quickly realized that it 

was time to pull the plug and start tearing down 

early. We barely had time to get a couple of anten-

nas down before the storm hit. Strong winds drove 

the rain sideways through the shelter, and we 

scrambled to cover up as much gear as we could. 

When the storm cleared, we started cleaning up 

the mess that was left behind. Fortunately, there 

didnôt appear to be any serious damage. 

By 2:30 pretty much everything was packed away, 

and I headed home for a shower. 

The QSO total of 470 for the weekend breaks 

down as follows: 
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 CW SSB 

80 M 24 23 

40 M 8 209 

20 M 73 58 

15 M 0 31 

10 M 4 40 



With earned bonus points, our unofficial score 

came to 2,008 points, an improvement over 

last yearôs score of 1,306. 

I wish to thank everybody who helped in mak-

ing this yearôs event a success. Iôm already 

counting the days to Field Day 2011! 
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For Sale  

Dell Pentium III 550 MHz PC 

Includes DVD and CD R/W drives, 3.5 in. 

floppy drive, keyboard, 17ò monitor & mouse. 

$10. 

RCA ATSC11 HDTV Tuner 

Bring your analog TV back to life with this 

external HDTV tuner. $5 

Contact Mark Volstad at 859-689-4234 or 

mvolstad@insightbb.com if interested. 

mailto:mvolstad@insightbb.com



