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Upcoming
Programs

At the July meeting,
Robert Kluck, N41JS,
will present a program
on D-STAR. If you are
interested in learning
about this protocol for
the transmission of
digital voice and data
via radio, Vyo
want to miss this meet-
ing!

NORTHERN KENTUCKY[
AMATEIR
RADIO CLIIB

Mark Volstad, Al4BJ,
will demonstrate his
solarpowered portable
HF station at théu-
gust NKARC meeting.
This will include the
all-band 66ft doublet
he has described in
recent issues of the
Feedline. Weather per-
mitting, we will try to
make a few solar
powered contacts!

NKARC/KD7ARET Field Day exercise at Lincoln Ridge
Park on June 27th and 28th. Additional photos can be
found on page 8.
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NKARC Directory

President: Vice President: Club Trustee & Historian:
Dann Fox, KI4AVO Robert Gulley, AK3Q Brian DeYoung, K4BRI
dfox03@fuse.net ak3g@arrl.net k4bri@arrl.net

Feedline Editor:

Director at Large: Webmaster:
Don King, AJ4DK Mark Volstad, Al4BJ Robert Kluck, N4IJS
kingdl19406@msn.com mvolstad@insightbb.com n4ijs@k4co.org
Secretary: Net Manager:
Bob Burns, AB4BK Robert Kluck, N41JS
b.burns@fuse.net n4ijs@k4co.org

Repeaters (K4CO):147.255+ and 444.350+ Edgewood (PL 123.0), 147.375+ Walton, 146.895
Highland Heights. The 147.255 repeater is a linked Echolink node, accessible vieRN41JS

+

NKARC Net: Tuesdays, 8:30 PM on the 147.255 repeater

VE Testing: Testing sessions are hddg appointment onlgn the 2nd Monday of each month, prior|to
the NKARC membership meeting. Testing begins at 6:00 pm. To make an appointment, corjtact
Lyle Hamilton atab8sh@arrl.nedr tel. 5133154032

NKARC Web Site: http://www.k4co.org

NKARC Membership Meetings: 2nd Monday of each month at 7:30 pm at the Hilltop Church of
Christ, 5300 Taylor Mill Rd (Ky. 16), Taylor Mill, KY. Visitors are always welcome!

The Feedline is published monthly by and for the Feedline must be received no later than July 31
members of the Northern Kentucky Amateur Radi®@ubmissions, address or call changes and circula-
Club. It is distributed via direct email to current  tion problems may be sent to the Feedline editof:
NKARC memberslf you are a member but are

not receiving your copy, please notify the Mark Volstad, Al4BJ

Feedline editor.Permission is hereby granted to 6098 Tosha Dr., Burlington, KY 41005
any nonprofit amateur radio group to quote or re- Email: mvolstad@insightbb.com

print from this publication provided appropriate  Tel: 8596894234

source credit is given. Submissions for the August
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Top of the Tower

Hello Everyone, Throughout the day club members and guests

came and went. A few members still found time

to come out even after being available for Pad-
Set up for this year 0sdlédfebta belleveldetyonwenjpyed theltirheahére.wi t
challenges just as Field Days in the past have  \We accomplished everything that we had
been. Just as in the years past, we managed to planned. We really appreciated the late night de-
work together and get everything set livery of White Castles.
up in the nick of time to start at 2:0(
p.m.
Please enjoy the photos in The
Feedline and | encourage anyone who
took pictures to bring them in to let
everyone see at our next meeting.

KY7ET brought their trailer again

this year. They have really brought
the trailer a long way since last yea
They have built shelves and a desk
for the radios and had the antennas 73,

mounted. Dann, KI4AVO

June Net Report

If you are interested in helping the club out and expanding your Amateur Ra-
dio skill set, please take a turn at running one of our weekly fdiis! is a
great way to hone your radio, net control, and message handling skills in a
friendly environment.If you are interested, please contact Robert Kluck,
N4I1JS, at (859) 426588 orn4ijs@k4co.org

DATE NCS CHECKINS TIME (MINS) TRAFFIC
6/2/09 N41JS (Robert) 8 23 0
6/9/09 AJ4DK (Don) 7 25 0
6/16/09 KB4VKS (Mike) 12 29 0
6/23/09 KBAVKS (Mike) 11 34 0
6/30/09 N41JS (Robert) 11 22 0
TOTALS: 49 133 0
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June Meeting Minutes

MINUTES OF THE JUNE 8,
2009 MEETING OF THE
NORTHERN KENTUCKY
AMATEUR RADIO CLUB

point awarded for each cheak

be awarded to those with the 3
highest scores.

- Meeting called to order by Don
King AJ4DK at 7:35, followed
by pledge of allegiance and self
introductions

- New contest to encourage
members to offer programs for
monthly meetings (Don was not
sure of details)

- No treasurer's report this month- Next month's presentation will
_VE report by Lyle: 2 candidates P€ O PSTAR, by Robert N41JS

successfully upgraded to General Report on successful anterna

- Report on VE testing at Dixie building party. Several dipoles

Heights (15 of 18 students plus vv_erls t[))u"t for club use during
one teacher passed the Tech, ang ield Day.
one student passed the General)- Motion was approved to em-

- Tuesday night net has moved

from 7:30 to 8:30 nation to Hilltop Church of

Paddlefest Wrap

- New club contest announced: 1 Christ. It has been almost a year

since we began holding our

to net. At end of year, prizes will meetings here.

- A technical net will be starting
up (Don did not have details)

- Mark Volstad reported that Bob
Burns is no longer able to make
it to meetings regularly, so club
needs a new secretary.

- Plans for Field Day were dis-
cussed.

- Meeting adjourned at 8:18 (no
formal program this evening)

Minutes respectfully submitted

power Board to make a cash do- by Mark Volstad, Al4BJ.

_up

Paddlefest 2009 took place as  from Kentucky and
scheduled on Saturday, June 27.0hio representing th
The weather was perfect and the NKARC using the
Ohio River current was ideal for K4CO call and work-4
those experiencing the fun of ca-ing the W4YWH,
noeing/kayaking the 8.2 miles  146.79 repeater.
from Coney to the Cincinnati

Public Landing. According to the ﬁgjé:\(ﬂl?l|1_ll?r2k
event sponsor: 1750 paddlers KIASRE] Harry’
plus 49 dogs, 1100+ ca- W4SOUi Brian.

noes/kayaks, 3 row boats, 4 pad- . .

. KD8BNS1 Greg, KI4ZWCi
dle(;azzrgs, 1 tplrate peddle_boat,_ Matt (1%time), WD8JCTi Greg
an reast cancer survivors |n(1sttime)’ KI4OHi Dave,

pink dragon boats (very large  \o1vkS T Mike (NCS)
canoes!). The float was incident KC8YDM i Dave (fttim’e)

free and on schedule. See WD8JAWi Lynn. WASOU was
WWW.Oh|0r|V€ran.0rq

There were eleven (11) amateurshelicopter ride!

have used 15+. Are you ready to
help Paddlefest 20107?

73 Lynn, WD8JAW

Safety Director shadow and got a
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Field Day 2009: Several
Firsts, and Lessons Learned

| began planning for my Class
1B backyard operation a month
before Field Day, when |
stopped at Art
reserve a generator. From thelr
web site, | knew that they had
the amazing little Honda
EU1000i 1 KW generator. If
youbve never
beauti es,

brother, you have no |dea how
the state of the art in generator
technology has advanced in the?
past decade. THeU1000i
weighs a mere 29 pounds, an
Is so quiet that you can barely

hear it running from 10 feet
away. It features inverter out-
put, which means it produces
power that is almost as clean
and stable as that which the
power company delivers to
your house, while running for
up to 15 hours on a single gal-
lon of fuel!

Alas, when | arrived to pick up
the generator on Saturday
morning, | found that they no

longer had the EU1000i, and

no-name knockoff. Not having

any alternative, | took it home
with me. The first thing that |
discovered was that it Was

Desoht bind Hondaeard ¢2-

spite what the

tried to tell me, it dichothave

inverter output, which meant

Eg ran af ag conatﬁn;idi’,po'q

couI hear |t running in't
driveway on the opposite side
of the house! It had a lot of

contact s. Il n the e

they instead offered me a cheamuite meet my objective of

making 400 contacts, but my
final result of 365 QSOs was
still a big improvement over
my previous best of 239. Ex-
[hy 00 of these were on CW,
with the remaining 65 on SSB.
sal esman at Art
| probably operated for 16 or
17 hours in total, stopping only
r meals and four hours of
Sleep early Sunday morning.

A

0s

My strategy is to stick with CW
on Saturday, and only stray into

trouble maintaining speed, and the phone subands on Sunday

stant load. It actually stalled
several times when the load

was no more than 50 watts! |
did manage to negotiate a sub-

stantial discount on the rental

fee when | returned the unit

Monday morning.

| was not aware that there is a
Acommerci al po
in the 1B <cl as
consideration to operating in

this category the next time |

spend Field Day in my back-

yard.

K3: A Real Champ

Fortunately, this was the only
equipment problem | experi-
enced over the weekend. My
Elecraft K3 worked flawlessly.
| decided to run at a full 100W

this year, betting that the loss o

the 5x point multiplier for run-
ning at 5W would be offset by
being able to complete more

q would surge even under a con- morning when total anarchy

has usually subsided into mere
chaos. I honestly
how some operators are able to
operate phone for the whole
weekend what a zoo com-
pared to CW! When | did oper-
ate phone, the
previously mentioned worked
likeacham@ | 61 I never
ate phane without ®rge agaig!
S . | 61 | gi ve
Another new piece of equip-
ment that survived a baptism by
fire was aKoss SB45 commu-
nication headset that | only paid
$27 for. (I could never quite
bring myself to spend $150 for
a Heil headset.) This headset
looks and feels rather cheap,
and comfort is only sso, but
you canodt beat
they work just fine.

ser i

t

f

I had hoped to be able to hold a
frequency on
but after trying this for an hour,
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CW and


http://www.hondapowerequipment.com/products/modeldetail.aspx?page=modeldetail&section=P2GG&modelname=EU1000I&modelid=EU1000IAN
http://www.amazon.com/Koss-sb45-SB-45-Communication-Stereophones/dp/B00081A2CW/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&s=electronics&qid=1247015302&sr=1-1

| decided that | could maintain on 40 M my K3 would shut

almost the same QSO rate withdown when | keyed the trans-

less stress by searching and  mitter, until | installed a 1:1

Favorite call sign heard:
WI1MOQO, in (where else?) Ver-
mont. When | looked it up on

pouncing. Part of the reason forcurrent balun between the rig QRZ.COM I found that it be-

this is that the K3 has a very and the feedline. Lastyearldidl ongs t o
effective builtin CW decoder. not need the balun. Also, | was

iThe

This means that | was usually not able to get a good match At one point, | replied to a sta-
able to pick up the exchange ofwhen | configured the doublet tion calling CQ on CW. | rec-

any station | tuned to on the
first attempt, regardless of

as a togoaded vertical on
80 M, yet | obtained an excel-

ognized the call sign, N3FJP, as

belonging to Scott Davis, crea-

speed. This contrasted with prelent match when | used the an- tor of the N3FJP logging soft-

vious years when | usually had tenna as a (teshort) dipole.

ware that is famously used by

to listen to several exchanges This is exactly the opposite of most Field Day groups, and

with other stations before | felt what | experienced last year! | which | happened to be using

comfortable enough to jump in. guess this just demonstrates
how much of an influence the call sign into the program, a

The K3 can also decode RTTY,environment the antenna is
which made it a snap to copy usedincan haveonitsbehav-t hi ng al ong t he
ior. Last yearitwas inalargelyt hat 0 s
open environment while this

the ARRL Field Day bulletin
for 100 bonus points.

year it was near some large

Conditions seemed much im- trees and a twstory house
proved over last year, when | clad in aluminum siding.

only heard a handful of stations

west of the Rockies. This year [EEEERES
/‘ Tﬂ“ ‘\_.':-
{

was able to work most of the
West Coast, and even worked
three separate KH6 (Hawaii)
stations, thanks to a great 15M
opening Saturday night.

As you can see from the sectiol ./ ]

map at right, | managed to

work every section east of the
Mississippi with the exception
of South Carol

with that!?) and Puerto Rico.

Highlights of the Weekend

| made my firstever contact on
One curious observation | mades Meters, with a station in Indi-
ana.
haved much differently in my change grid squares, so perhap
shoul
Woods last year. For example, cial contact!

Antenna Mystery

was that my 68t doublet be-

backyard than it did at Banklick |
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myself. As soon as | entered his

window appeared with some-

this software! Say Hi to
Scott! o,
said Hi to Scott. | also had the
pleasure of chatting briefly
with a YL at the microphone of
W1AW Sunday morning. She
was booming in with a signal
that was 30 db over S9.

One of my poskField Day
pleasures is reading all of the
soapbox commenthat appear

on the ARRL web

ways fun to see how and where
other groups and individuals
operated, and how they dealt
with any adversity they may
have faced. The comments of-
ten continue to trickle in until
Christmas, which speaks vol-
umes about the widespread

wal
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Scott Davi s,

di spl ayed

sit

opulajfy,of this a&rpljad gvent, . _
E "canot t to do

of fi -


http://www.arrl.org/contests/soapbox/?con_id=176

Antenna Building Party

Greg May,

~ W20RO, captured

these photos of a
well-attended An-
tennaBuilding
Party held on Sat-
urday, June 6th.
The wire antennas
that were built
were put to good
use three weeks
later during Field
Day.

THE FEEDLINE



ey

)

Feld Da 200

WSy

Photos by
Greg May,
W20RO
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