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Well, it's over, and my only regret is 

that I have to wait 52 weeks until the 

next one! Turnout for the 2008 joint 

NKARC/KD7ARET Field Day opera-

tion was excellent, despite many par-

ticipants having risen during the wee 

hours of Saturday morning to serve as 

communicators at Paddlefest before 

making it out to the Field Day site at 

Banklick Woods in Independence. 

 

As planned, we operated in class 3A 

with a GOTA (Get-on-the-Air) station. 

Due to logistical and other problems, 

one of the stations was not operational 

until Saturday evening, but with only 40 

and 20 meters open during daylight 

hours on Saturday, that was not a huge 

loss. 

 

As usual, Dann Fox KI4AVO made 

sure that we had power and lights, and 

he also kept us well fed with burgers 

and hot dogs. His wife, Annette, pre-

pared baked beans and cupcakes that 

were much enjoyed. On Sunday morn-

ing, Dann whipped up a batch of waf-

fles that were much appreciated by the 

overnight crew. 

 

 
See ñField Dayò, page 3 

Field Day, Northern Kentucky Style  
Mark Volstad, AI4BJ   

Photo by Greg May W2ORO 

http://arsqrp.pbwiki.com/Flight+of+the+Bumblebees


 

President: 

Dann Fox, KI4AVO 

dfox03@fuse.net 

 

Director at Large:  

Don King, AJ4DK 

kingdl19406@msn.com 

 

Secretary: 

Bob Burns, AB4BK 

b.burns@fuse.net 

 

 

Vice President: 

Greg Hatton, KG4ZTG 

 

Feedline Editor: 

Mark Volstad, AI4BJ 

mvolstad@insightbb.com 

859-689-4234 

 

Net Manager: 

Robert Kluck, N4IJS 

n4ijs@k4co.org 

 

Club Trustee & Historian:  

Brian DeYoung, K4BRI 

k4bri@arrl.net 

 

Webmaster: 

Robert Kluck, N4IJS 

n4ijs@k4co.org 

 

 

Repeaters  (K4CO): 147.255+ and  444.350+ Edgewood (PL 123.0), 147.375+ Walton, 146.895+ 

Highland Heights. The 147.255 repeater is a linked Echolink node, accessible via N4IJS-R. 

 

NKARC Net:  Tuesdays, 7:30 PM on the 147.255 repeater 

 

VE Testing: Testing sessions are held by appointment only on the 2nd Monday of each month. Testing 

begins at 6:00 pm. To make an appointment, contact Lyle Hamilton at ab8sh@arrl.net or tel. 513-

315-4032 

 

NKARC Web Site: http://www.k4co.org 

 

NKARC Membership Meetings: 2nd Monday of each month at 7:30 pm. Due to construction at Tur-

keyfoot Middle School, the location of future meetings is TBD. Please monitor the Tuesday net or 

the club web site for further information. 

The Feedline is published monthly by and for the 

members of the Northern Kentucky Amateur Radio 

Club. Permission is hereby granted to any non-

profit amateur radio group to quote or reprint from 

this publication provided appropriate source credit 

is given. Submissions to The Feedline must be re-

ceived no later than the last Monday of the month 

prior to publication.  Submissions, address or call 

changes and circulation problems may be sent to 

The Feedline Editor: Mark Volstad, AI4BJ 

6098 Tosha Dr., Burlington, KY  41005 

Email: mvolstad@insightbb.com 

NKARC Directory  
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DATE NCS CHECKINS  TIME (MINS)  TRAFFIC  

6/3/08 AJ4DK (Don) 9 33 0 

6/10/08 KB4VKS (Mike) 6 27 0 

6/17/08 N4IJS (Robert) 6 27 0 

6/24/08 KG4SBG (Dennis) 10 33 0 

TOTALS  31 120 0 

June Net Report  
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ñField Dayò, continued from front 

page  

The antennas used were a mixture of dipoles, 

doublets and loops, supported by fiberglass masts 

and available trees. 

 

We managed to escape the thunderstorms that 

passed north and south of our location, but for 

much of the time we were harassed by strong 

winds. Anything that wasnôt bolted down quickly 

blew out of the shelter. Temperatures were com-

fortable, though; in fact, a few light jackets had 

appeared by Sunday morning. 

 

I had a chance to give my new Elecraft  K3 trans-

ceiver its first real test since acquiring it several 

weeks ago, and it came through with flying col-

ors. Itôs built-in CW decoder really cut down on 

the number of repeats I had to ask for. Earlier in 

the week, I had made some modifications to my 

trusty 40 M doublet, and was curious to see how 

successful these would be. I was absolutely de-

lighted with the results. 

 

The 15 M band opened up Saturday evening, and 

by Sunday morning 10 meters was also open, 

with a wide-open pipeline to the northeast. The 

west coast remained buried in a black hole, how-

ever. 

 

The following are our preliminary results, as re-

ported by Brian Clark, W4SOU: 

 

QSO points: 524 

Power multiplier: 2 

Claimed scored: 1048 

Claimed bonus points: 790 

Total claimed score: 1838 

If you are interested in helping the club out and expanding your Amateur 

Radio skill set, please take a turn at running one of our weekly nets!  This 

is a great way to hone your radio, net control, and message handling 

skills in a friendly environment.  If you are interested, please contact 

Robert Kluck, N4IJS, at (859) 426-5588 or n4ijs@k4co.org 

QSOs CW PH 

80M 53 20 

40M 16 109 

20M 11 98 

15M 28 57 

10M 3 18 

TOTAL  111 302 

mailto:n4ijs@k4co.org


MINUTES OF THE JUNE 9, 

2008 MEETING OF THE 

NORTHERN KENTUCKY 

AMATEUR RADIO CLUB 

 

The meeting was called to order 

by Don King at 7 p.m. at the 

Kenton County Libraryôs Erlanger 

Branch. 

 

Don led the group in the pledge to 

the flag.  

 

Self introductions followed with 

17 names on the sign-in sheet. 

 

Rob Blocher informed everyone 

of the Milford Hamfest on June 

21. 

 

Field Day: Don felt that there was 

not enough interest to commit to 

more than two operating stations 

at Field Day. However, after dis-

cussion, it was decided to have 

three operating stations plus one 

Get on the Air station. There was 

much discussion about the equip-

ment needs for the event. 

 

Lynn Ernst reported that there 

were 25 test takers at the recent 

Dixie Heights High School VE 

event. Eleven students passed the 

test.  There were three VEôs in-

volved, and the event went very 

well. 

 

The club needs a new meeting 

location due to the construction at 

Turkey Foot Middle School. It is 

doubtful that we will be able to 

return there even after the con-

struction is finished.  

 

Locations under consideration 

are: Erlanger Library, Florence 

City Building, Hilltop Christian 

Church in Taylor Mill, Lakeside 

Presbyterian Church, Dixie 

Heights High School, and a 

church at the corner of Baker and 

Graves in Erlanger. 

 

In July the club will meet at Hill-

top Christian Church in Taylor 

Mill at 7:30 p.m. 

 

Harold Blocher and his son are 

working on the repeaters.  

 

The meeting was adjourned at 

8:08 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Bob Burns 
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June Meeting Minutes  

The July 14 NKARC meeting will be held at Hilltop 
Church of Christ, at 5300 Taylor Mill Rd, Taylor Mill, 

Kentucky. From I -275, take exit 79 and drive south 
on KY 16 for 1.5 miles. The church is on the left. The 
meeting will begin at 7:30 p.m., and will be preceded 
by a VE session at 6:00 p.m.  



The Northern Kentucky Amateur Radio Club 

(NKARC) was professionally represented at PAD-

DLEFEST 2008 by the following operators:  

AJ4DK - Don,  AG4XM - Tim,  KD4PYR - Rick,  

WG8Z - Greg,  KI4SFR - Harry,  K4JRU - Jim,  

W4SOU - Brian,  KD8BNS - Greg,  KI4QH - 

Dave,  WD8JAW - Lynn. 

 

The Hamilton County EC, Don Ferneding, 

N8LMJ, served as Liaison to the USCG Auxiliary. 

The ñthank youò comments included below tell the 

story. 

 

Brewster Rhoads is the Chairman of the PAD-

DLEFEST event. Jory Edlin is the Flotilla Com-

mander & Operations Officer of the USCG Auxil-

iary-Eight District Eastern Region. 

 

Submitted by Lynn G. Ernst, WD8JAW 

 

Dear Jory and the entire Paddlefest Pickett Boat Safety 

Crew, 

 

Just a quick note to extend my personal thanks and appre-

ciation to all the wonderful boaters and law enforcement 

officials who volunteered their time to help make this 

year's Paddlefest both a safe and memorable event. 

 

The weather presented us all with a real challenge - and 

some situations that could easily have turned ugly if you 

and your colleagues were not well positioned, prepared 

and able to communicate. 

 

Thanks to you and your USCG Auxiliary team, the steady 

leadership of PATCO Ted Parr, the high level of inter-

agency cooperation under the direction of the Coast Guard, 

the top flight radio communication facilitated by Lynn 

Ernst and his Northern KY Amateur Radio Club mem-

bers,  and the excellent organizational skills of Paul Dus-

tock (and his Cincinnati Sail and Power Squadron colle-

ages) as well as Chris Lorentz (and his Thomas More 

team), we provided well over 1,500 people in over 1,000 

boats the opportunity to safely experience and beauty and 

paddling challenges of the Ohio. 

 

It now appears that together we just held the largest on 

water paddling event in the entire US! 

 

Our volunteer Paddlefest team is most grateful to all who 

helped to make this year's Paddlefest the best ever! 

 

I hope you and everyone else receiving this message can 

attend our Volunteer Thank You Party on Thursday, July 

24 from 6-9 p.m. on the PA Denny docked at Newport on 

the Levy directly across the Ohio from the Serpentine 

Wall. 

 

With deep appreciation, 

 

Brewster Rhoads 

Paddlefest Chair 

 

 

Looking at the number of addresses in this email, it is ob-

vious a lot of people volunteered for a lot of work to help 

the Auxiliary be part of this monumental event and make 

this monumental event safe. We can also take a moment to 

acknowledge the inter-agency cooperation as well. It was 

brought to my attention recently, from an outside source, 

that the level of collaboration and teamwork we enjoy is 

unique to our area. Although that is sad for others, it en-

ables us to have the kind of events that Brewster Rhoads 

has created for us to delight in the treasures our environ-

ment provides us. I relish my expectation of community 

that allows us to do this. 

 

I am aware of the enormity of the work that this kind of 

event entails. For my own small part, I want to express my 

appreciation of you who have contributed to the Public 

Affairs Mission and Operational Mission of the USCG 

Auxiliary for this event. Of course, the operational aspect 

entailed ensuring the safety of the participants. So it was 

because of the Auxiliary Coxswain and their crew, the 

Cincinnati Power Squadron, Northern Kentucky Ama-

teur Radio Club, Thomas Moore College, Cincinnati 

Police and Fire,   ODNR Division of Watercraft, Kentucky 

Fish & Wildlife, Hamilton County Sheriff, that this was a 

safe event and brought the Ohio Riverôs beauty and bounty 

to an expanded audience in a positive, safe and secure 

setting. Those of you who staffed the boating safety booths 

expanded our audience. You brought our messages of 

boating safety through our Vessel Safety Check Program, 

Public Education Program, and widened our exposure to 

expand our ranks. 

 

Bravo Zulu! (This is a naval signal, originally conveyed 

by flag hoist or voice radio, meaning "well done"; it has 

also passed into the spoken and written vocabulary). 

 

Please pass my thanks to your crew and the other agency 

vessel operators for whom I do not have email addresses. 

If anyone has anything to add to make this a safer, more 

enjoyable event next year please let me know. 

 

Semper Paratus, 

Jory Edlin 

Operations Officer, Division 5 8ER 

Paddlefest Wrap -up  
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Field Day 2008 in Pictures  
Photographs by Greg May W2ORO  

and Mark Volstad AI4BJ  
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