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At the October NKARC meeting, the SWR/Power meter kits were distributed to
members who ordered them. In the photo above, Dave Core (KBWDA), seated left,
provides soldering tips to Rob Ziegler (KI4YWJ) and Bob Burns (AB4BK), while
Lynn Ernst (WD8JAW) looks on.
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There will be no VE exam session in December. Exams will resume in 2008.

Inside this issue: Dates to Remember:

NORTHERN KENTUCKY ANTEUR RADIO CLUB

Top of the Tower

Nov 10,1fi Kentucky QSO Party

Nov 12 NKARC Membership Meeting

Dec 16 NKARC/KY7ARET Christmas Dinner
Jan 14 NKARC Membership Meeting
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http://wkdxa.com/QSO/rules.html

NKARC Directory

President Comm. Manager Club Trustee & Historian
Tony White, Al4IP Rick Fox, WA4QMV Harold Blocher Sr., WAYWH
aidip@arrl.net rgfox77@sbcglobal.net waywh@arrl.net
859441-9595
Vice President Feedline Editor
Dann Fox, KI4AVO Mark Volstad, Al4BJ Web Master

dfox03@fuse.net

mvolstad@fuse.net

Robert Kluck, N41JS

8596894234 ndijs@insightbb.com

Director
Frank Austin, KI4QFL
faustin@fuse.net

Net Manager
Robert Kluck, N41JS
n4ijs@insightbb.com

Field Day Chair
Joe Stern, KI4QG
joelightningbug@aol.com
513961-0452
Fax: 513961-7898

Secretary
Bob Burns, AB4BK
b.burns@fuse.net

Repeatersd K4CO

147.255+ and 444.350+ Edgewood (PL 123.0), 147.375+ Walton, 146.895+ Highland Heigh
The 147.255 repeater is a linked Echolink node, accessible via-R41JS
Nets

NKARC Net: Tuesdays, 7:30 PM on the 147.255 repeater
0 WEB Sited
http://www.k4co.org

Membership meetingson the2nd Monday at 7:30 PM, Turkeyfoot Middle School, 3230 Turkeyfoot Rd
in Edgewood
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Board meetings: TBA

The Feedline is published monthly by and for the members
of the Northern Kentucky Amateur Radio Club.
Permission is hereby granted to any{poafit amateur radio group to quote or
reprint from this publication provided appropriate source credit is given.
Submissions to The Feedline must be received no later than the last Monday of the month prior td publica-
tion. Submissions, address or call changes and circulation problems may be sent to The Feedline Editor:
Mark Volstad Al4BJ: 6098 Tosha Dr., Burlington, KY 4105Email: mvolstad@fuse.net

Page 2 THE FEEDLINE


mailto:mailto:ai4ip@arrl.net
mailto:mailto:dfox03@fuse.net
mailto:mailto:faustin@fuse.net
mailto:mailto:b.burns@fuse.net
mailto:mailto:rgfox77@sbcglobal.net
mailto:mailto:mvolstad@fuse.net
mailto:mailto:n4ijs@insightbb.com
mailto:mailto:w4ywh@arrl.net
mailto:mailto:n4ijs@insightbb.com
mailto:mailto:joelightningbug@aol.com
http://www.k4co.org
mailto:mailto:mvolstad@fuse.net

Top of the

Tower

Fellow Hams:

By the time you read this our club will possibly
have doubled in size. How? Jim Hicks

and his students at Dixie Heights Higt
School recently completed their cours
and there were 37 exam takers. | wai
to encourage us all to welcome any of
the new hams who wish join our club.
you see someone new at the club me
ing - stick out your hand and introduce
yourself to them. The more welcomin
and friendly we are the stronger our ¢
will be and our growth will continue.

How is your project kit coming together? If you're
not finished yet, do not worry. It will be January
when we bring all our kits and test them and see
how they actually operate. This month we'll see
some finished kits and some in various stages of
construction. Some will show up needing calibra-
tion. Bring your completed, partially completed or
still in the bag kit to the meeting and get your

guestions answered.

This month we elect our new slate of officers for
the coming year. Our VP Dann Fox,
KI4AVO has put together the slate for
the coming year. | look forward to
some new ideas and our club continuing
to grow.

Mark your calendars now for Decem-
ber10, 2007 for our annual Christmas
dinner. This is the second Monday of
December our usual meeting evening.
It will be a joint dinner with our sister
club, KY7ARET. The location will be the Golden
Corral on Houston Road in the Turfway area.
Golden Corral is in front of the Lowes and Biggs
stores. The scheduled time is 6:45 pm.

See you next Monday the 12th at our club meeting.

73, Tony Al4IP

October Net Report

If you are interested in helping the club out and expanding your Ama-
teur Radio skill set, please take a turn at running one of our weekly
nets! This is a great way to hone your radio, net control, and message
handling skills in a friendly environment. If you are interested, please
contact Robert Kluck, N41JS, at (859) 426588 orn4ijs@insightbb.com

DATE NCS CHECKINS TIME (MINS) TRAFFIC
10/02/07 N41JS (Robert) 6 25 0
10/09/07 KB4VKS (Mike) 10 32 0
10/16/07 N41JS (Robert) 5 21 0
10/23/07 KB4VKS (Mike) 13 35 0
10/30/07 KG4SBG (Dennis) 10 35 0
TOTALS 44 148 0
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Soapbox

QRP and SSB

A few months ago, a large manila envelope from
ARRL headquarters arrived unexpectedly in my
mailbox. When | opened it, | was surprised to
find an award certificate indicating that | had
placed first in the 2006 ARRL Sweepstakes in
the single operator QRP phone category, Ken-
tucky section. How exciting! | immediately went
to the contest scores database on the ARRL web
site to see how my score compared with others.
My head deflated by several inches when | dis-
covered that my entry was tbaly entry in this
category from Kentucky.

| see that I still have plenty of work to do in
spreading the QRP gospel! (One of the advan-
tages of being the editor of the club newsletter is
that | get to flog my readers with subjects that
are of particular interest to me.) QRP is usually
associated with CW, probably because most of
the inexpensive transmitter and transceiver Kkits
that are currently available can only operate in
this mode. The fact of the matter is that you can
make plenty of phone (SSB) contacts too using
low power. Although the gap between 5 watts
and 100 watts may appear huge, it in fact corre-
sponds to a difference of just slightly more than
2Sunits on
of power represents a 3 dB increase, and ene S
unit is generally accepted as corresponding to 6
dB.)

One trick to busting a DX pitep on the phone
bands is to drop your power to 5 watts and tack

ARnQRPO after your call si
station. |l tds amazing h
and had the DX station

station, go ahead pl eas

nigque will only work when path conditions will
allow you to sacrifce28 ni t s6 wort h
mit signal and still be heard by the DX station.
Using a decent antenna certainly improves your
odds.

t -meter. (Aedoublingy e r 68N dSw

QRP and DX0ing

Speaking of DX6éing, if vy
all in this aspect of our hobby, | heartily recom-
mend the book he Comp | gbyBob DX b0 er
Locher, WIOKNI. In his introduction to the 3rd

edition, Bob talks about how, after arriving

within one or two countries of the top of the

DXCC list, his interest began to falter:

AThere is a truism that
Radio is a hobby. That means that it is supposed
to be fun, or at least rewarding in ways that we
consider worthwhile. When what you are doing

in ham radio no longer meets that test, you

should be trying to figure out why, and make
changes until it is fun

Hegoesoni For me, I was gett
0 | decided | needed to do something to relight

the fire. In October of 1999, | bought myself an

El ecraft K2 transceiver
something like this would be a lot of fun. | had

no idea! o
Bobd6s view of what const
interesting:

l et me be BHBmangk ab

QRP operators limit themselves to 5 watts output
0 or 10 watts on SSB. Somehow these arbitrary
numbers became the official QRP maximums. |
do not subscribe to this limitation. When |
hooked up the little rig, my watt meter said | was

getting 12 watts out. Th
gn when calling the DX
Awvof Mdrch ef 2003, Bob laad worked®B08e t h i

rcauptriey usimgihis versianTohQRP, hBsRy on
eC@Vdut alsd some BSB.rTheee s nd officiad QRP e ¢
endorsement for the DXCC award, so Bob went

to &ll oftthis @ffors simply for the personal satis-
faction that success would bring him.

73, Mark, Al4BJ
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October Meeting Minutes

The meeting was called to order by Tony White
at 7:32 p.m. at the Turkey Foot Middle School.

Lynn Benjamin let the group in the Pledge to the
flag. Self introductions followed.

The motion made to accept the September min-
utes as presented in the Feedline passed.

Anyone interested in helping out by being a net
control on the Tuesday evening net contact Tony
White, Dann Fox, or Robert Kluck.

Tony White reported that three candidates took
and passed their VE exams this evening.

There will be a KY7ET exercise on Saturday,
October 13, beginning at 8:30 a.m. on the
147.375 repeater.

Dann Fox reported that he called everyone on the
phone list for the nominating committee. So far,
Dann Fox, Gregg Hatton, and Lynn Benjamin

are interesting in being officers in 2008. Election
information will be published in the November
Feedline and the election will be held at the No-
vember meeting.

Mark Volstad distributed the kits to the members
who ordered them.

After pizza and kit building, the membership
drifted away without a formal adjournment.

Respectfully submitted,
Bob Burns, AB4BK

At the November NKARC meeting we will be voting on our new club officer:
2008. We will also be reviewing construction of the SWR/Power meter Kits a

offering assistance to any who require It.

The NKARC/KY7ARET Christmas dinner will be held Mond&y, 2r@éatber
6.45. The QTH will be the Golden Corral on Houston Road in the Turfway Pa
Golden Corral is in front of the Lowes and Biggs stores. Attendees will be exp:

pay for their own dinners. Please join us for good fellowship and good fooc
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